FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

119c

6th April 2025

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Give me justice, O God,

and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless.
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me,

for you, O God, are my strength.

COLLECT
By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God,
may we walk eagerly in that same charity
with which, out of love for the world,
your Son handed himself over to death.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.
‘Behold, I am doing a new thing and I will give drink to my chosen
people.’ 43:16-21
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the
mighty waters, who brings forth chariot and horse, army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a
wick: ‘Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of
old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the
desert. The wild beasts will honour me, the jackals and the ostriches,
for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to
my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself that they
might declare my praise.’

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 126(125)
What great deeds the Lorp worked for us!
Indeed, we were glad.

When the LorD brought back the exiles of Sion,
we thought we were dreaming.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter;

on our tongues, songs of joy. R.

Then they said among the nations,

‘What great deeds the LorD worked for them!”
What great deeds the LorD worked for us!
Indeed, we were glad. R.

Bring back our exiles, O LorD,
as streams in the Negeb.

Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap. R.

They go out, they go out, full of tears,
bearing seed for the sowing;

they come back, they come back with a song,
bearing their sheaves. R.
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SECOND READING
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians.
‘For the sake of Christ I have suffered the loss of all things,
becoming like him in his death.’ 3:8-14
Brothers and Sisters: I count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that
I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of
my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith
in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith — that I
may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible
I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have made it my
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.
Even now, says the Lord,
return to me with all your heart,
for I am gracious and merciful.
Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.

GOSPEL

The Lord be with you,
And with your Spirit.
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
‘Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone
at her.’ 8:1-11
At that time: Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning
he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat
down and taught them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a
woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst
they said to him, ‘Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of
adultery. Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such
women. So what do you say?’ This they said to test him, that they
might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and
wrote with his finger on the ground. And as they continued to ask
him, he stood up and said to them, ‘Let him who is without sin among
you be the first to throw a stone at her.” And once more he bent down
and wrote on the ground. But when they heard it, they went away one
by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with
the woman standing before him. Jesus stood up and said to her,
‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ She said, ‘No
one, Lord.” And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go, and from
now on sin no more.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Hear us, almighty God,
and, having instilled in your servants
the teachings of the Christian faith,
graciously purify them
by the working of this sacrifice.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Has no one condemned you, woman? No one, Lord.
Neither shall I condemn you. From now on, sin no more.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We pray, almighty God,
that we may always be counted among the members of Christ,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK

Sat 5% 4.00 pm | Mary Conneely (Anniversary) 6" April 2025: 5 Sunday of Lent
Sun 6" 10.30 am | John Regan (7" Anniversary)
Mon 7% NO MASS FEASTS :
Tues 8" | 10.30 am | Noel Byrne RIP Sunday Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday)
Wed 9" | 9.30am | Aloysius Raughter RIP

(with St. Bernadette’s School) Adoration & Confession: Tuesday & Thursday
Thurs 10" | 10.00 am | Hugh Williams (Special Intention) 9.30 am — 10.20 am

(with Holy Family School)
Fri 11" | 11.00 am | Tony McLoughlin (Requiem) Altar Lamp — Aidan Dillon RIP
Sat 12" | 4.00 pm | Bill Corcoran (Anniversary) Our Lady’s Lamp — Special Intention
Sun 13" | 10.30 am | Liam Baird (Anniversary) . .
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: £351.90 gﬁggfl;qgig:;ﬁfnccsz this weekend is for
SECOND COLLECTION: £166.75 (Flowers)

RECENTLY DEAD: Christopher James Norton RIP. Crematorium Service on Wednesday, 9* April at 11.30 am
Tony McLoughlin RIP. Reception and Requiem Mass, 11.00 am, Friday, 11" April 2025
Maureen Carton RIP. Requiem Mass on Friday, 2™ May at 1.00 pm..

ANNIVERSARIES: Patrick Byrne, Julia Loughton, John Harkin, Bernard Tarbuk, Philomena Byrne, Baby Mia O’Reilly, Helena
Doherty, Pat & John Regan, Alphonsus Marconi, William Ecocks, John McHugh, Catherine O’Neill, Patrick McCafferty, Donald
Brennan, Donald Guinivan, Delia Murray, Liam Baird, Keelan Grealish, James Power, Juvenal de Jesus, Rosleen Owens, Martin Colter,
John Doyle, Daniel Gallagher.

SICK LIST: Anselm John Baptiste, Jim Deards, Fr Morty O’Shea, John Garvey, Cath McGrath, Amie Faulkner, Clare Bergin, Mary
Bergin, Fr Tony Rohan, Tommy Flynn.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL 2025: For the use of the new technologies: Let us pray that the use of the new
technologies will not replace human relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises of our times.
FOR THOSE DISCERNING GOD’S CALL - Visit the National Office for Vocation at www.ukvocation.org or
www.ukreligiouslife.org or www.ukpriest.org

ST BERNADETTE’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL invites parishioners for afternoon tea on Thursday, 10" April 2025, at 1.15 pm. Please
let us know if you are coming so we can relay the numbers to the school. Thank you. Transport can be arranged if this is a problem.
PARISH GENERAL CLEANING: This Saturday, 12 April, from 10:00 am to 11:30 am. Please, come along. Thank you.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION, CONFESSION & HOLY MASS: We invite all our Eucharistic Ministers and Readers for this special
1 Hour with the Lord on Saturday, 12 April, from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm. All parishioners are welcome to join.

PLEASE PRAY for Rebecca Perry and Temitayo Paul Fasakim, who are to be baptized, confirmed, and received into the Catholic
Church at this coming Easter Vigil.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
Divine Jesus, Son of the eternal Father and Mary Immaculate, grant us and all the faithful true generosity in following your call
and bestow on us the grace of your Holy Spirit to persevere in overcoming all obstacles to our vocations. Give the Church in this
Diocese and throughout the world many holy priests, fervent religious and committed lay people. Through the intercession of the
Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, Saint Justin, and all Saints, we humbly ask you to hear our prayers and multiply the
ministries by which we may serve You and one another in faith and love. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
“O my God and my all, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, may your will be done, your love reign, your glory shine always more in me
and everyone as in yourself, O my God and my all.” (Saint Justin Russolillo, SDV)

Fr Fretch Ballesteros SDV
Tel: 0121 772 0059 (Holy Family Parish)
Emergency/Evening Contact: 0121 783 2792 (Corpus Christi)
Email: holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk Website: www.holyfamilyparishbirmingham.co.uk

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies and
procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Barbara Conneely. She can be contacted at
sg.holyfamily.bham@rcaob.org.uk, or alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted at
safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.
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